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Senate Fish and Game Committee

Dear Committee Members:

The park Gounty Commission is in favor of Senate Btll212 that will require the department of Fish Wildlife

and Parks to develop and adopt a management plan before any wild buffalg or.bison under the

department's jurisdiction may be released or transplanted onto private or public land in Montana.

The Department is currently attempting to control more than 70 bison in Southern Park County without a
plan that has been reviewei by local g6vernment. They only tell us what they have done after the fact.

We recommend DO PASS for this bill.
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WHEREAS, wild buffalo have created nurnerous management problems for the State of

Montana. Any future distribution of wild buffalo would only increase the problems, and

WHEREAS, the only protection from wild buffalo to Powell County's citizens, wildlife, open space

and the Montana livestock industry, has been from the Montana Department of Livestock.

NOW, THEREFORE BE lT RESOLVED, all buffalo in Powell County will be considered domestic

livestock, regardless of origin. As domestic livestock, they will be under the same rules and regulations

from the Montana Department of Livestock uses for all classes of livestock. Buffalo will be subject to

any state or local laws that regulate livestock.

Done this 25th day of January, 2011.

5. Grey, Clerk and
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From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Pohle, Cele [cpohle@co.powell.mt.us]
Wednesday, January 26,2011 9:27 PM
davelewisd@aol.com
'Gene V.'; matthiner@hotmail.com; Rep. Mike Miller, HD84
FW:SB 212

Here is our testimony for SB 2L2

Cele Pohle
Powell County Commissioner
409 Missouri Ave
Deer Lodge, Mt 59722
email: cpohle@co.powell,mt.us
phone 406-846-3680

From: Pohle, Cele
Sent: Wednesday, January 26,2011 9:17 PM
To: senatorbrenden@qmail.com
Cc: ioebalyeat@vahoo.com; grt3177@smtel.com; facev tom@hotmail,com; steve.gallus@gmail.com;
wranqlergallery@hotmail.com; ghinklesdT@gmail.com; larry@imt.neU SenatorWittich@montana.com
Subject: SB2I2

Chairman Brenden and Committee Members,

Powell County Commissioners regret that we cannot testify in person on this important Senate Bill. Other duties prevent
us from attending the hearing, please add this support as testimony into the ofticial record.

We applaud Senator Ripley and his bill. We believe that public input at the impacted county is crucial in any management
plan the FWP would want to implement. Hopefully, public comment would have some weighted value on the
implementation of the introduction of wild buffalo or bison in a county.

Private property rights of adjoining landowners should always come first. The alleged Good Neighbor Policy of FWP needs
to be reviewed. It is imperative that damages would be paid at a fair value and quickly.

The prime proposal and purpose of the acquisition of any of the FWP land is usually stated in the objectives of their
proposed action. We believe that Section 6 of SB 212 sums up the limited WMA's that would be available for the
relocation or reintroduction of bison/buffalo. We know that the acquisition of a WMA in Powell County with NRD funds
was to permanently protect fish and wildlife resources, enhance winter habitat for el( mule deer, and antelope-provide
lasting public access to previously inaccessible lands. There was no mention of Buffalo or bison in any of the documents
that we saw. We do believe that we would have remember and questioned the advisability of that in a cow production
county.

We appreciate Senator Ripley's efforts for all of rural Montanans on Senate BtllzLz

Powell County supports and recommends a Do Pass on Senate Btll2L2



Cele Pohle
Powell County Comm issioner
409 Missouri Ave
Deer Lodge, Mt 59722
email : cpohle@co.powell.mt.us
phone 406-846-3680
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Senate Fish and Game Committee

Senator John Brenden, Chairman

Senator Joe Balyeat, Vice Chairman

Senator Debby Barrett

SenatorTom Facey

Senator Steve Gallus

(406) 485-3500 . Fax (406) 485-2689

+.-<,

January 26,2}ll

Senator Bradley Hamlett

Senator Greg Hinkle

Senator Larry Jent

Senator Jim Shockley

Senator Art Wittich

RE: sB 212

For the record, I am connie Eissinger, McCone county commissioner. My family has farmed and
ranched west of Brockway forone year short ofa hundred years.

The McCone County Commissioners and my family supports senate Bill212, clarifying the authority ofthe Department of Fish, wildlife and Parks to manage wild and domestic buffalo or bison, eliminating
rulemaking authority, and requiring a management plan before wild buffalo or bison may be released or
transplanted onto private or public land.

The efforts made by members of this legislature to protect and defend the livelihood of agricultural
producers are greatly appreciated by Montana county commissioners, as well as farmers and ranchers.

As many of you know, Fish, wildlife, and Parks recently toured the state, holding public informational
meetings as a forewarning that we, in agriculture, had to get used to the idea that there are going to be
free-roaming bison and that we can do nothing to change the direction of this movemenr.



One of the meetings was held in Circle. Around 70 farmers and ranchers, along with a few townspeople
attendedthemeeting. SenatorJimPetersonandSenatorTaylorBrownwereinattendance,asr,vell,and
we appreciated their attendance greatly. The questions asked and a great number of valid concerns
wereairedincompleteoppositiontotheproposal. Attheendofthemeeting,oneofMcConeCounty,s
former county commissioners asked for a show of hands of those in opposition to the Fish, wildlife and
Parks proposal to put free-roaming bison somewhere in Eastern Montana. Every hand-all 70 went up.
There is no support for this proposal.

Senate Btll272 puts in place necessary safeguards to control bison and prevent the issues that will surely
arise between Fish, Wildlife and Parks and farmers and ranchers who have built their operations
through generations of hard work.

Please vote to support SB 212. Thank you.

Sincerely,

On Behalf of the McCone County Commissioners

Connie Eissinger, Com missioner
'/-v -'Azrz.-o,; F-=- H 
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